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E M A N C I P A T E
N C
D E M A N D S  
R E A L
C H A N G E S
I N
P O L I C I N G

Media narratives about policing in
Raleigh depend heavily on the
expertise of Emancipate NC staff.

Indyweek's June 1 piece, "Two
Years After Protests, Activists See
Little Progress on Raleigh Police
Reform," centers Emancipate NC:
the vocal advocacy of Dawn
Blagrove and Kerwin Pittman and
the litigation efforts of Ian Mance
and Elizabeth Simpson.

Just one week after this piece was
published, Raleigh Police
Department agreed to a material
concession.
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https://indyweek.com/news/wake/rpd-update-black-lives-matter/


Once you create a culture
where I can come and
beat up on you and there’s
no ramifications for my
actions, guess what we’re
gonna keep doing? More
and more people are
going to keep beating up
on you because there’s no
ramifications. It’s about
accountability.

It starts with the
department here really
saying, ‘Let’s look at our
training manuals, let’s look
at our policies, and let’s
[change] it in a way that …
value[s] life. [Where] we
don’t take it at the first
instance that we feel like
we have justification in the
eyes of the law. 
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That officer still has a
job, even though it is
clear he violated
Nyee’ya’s rights, that he
lied about what actually
happened, After the
investigation, he still has
a job. That’s
problematic.

- Dawn Blagrove 

- Kerwin Pittman 

- Kerwin Pittman 



E M A N C I P A T E  N C  I S  I N T E G R A L
T O  T H E  P O S T - G E O R G E  F L O Y D
M O V E M E N T  T O  T R A N S F O R M
P O L I C I N G  I N  O U R  S T A T E
C A P I T A L

Dawn and Kerwin were in the streets
in 2020, participating in protests,
educating communities, supporting
families, and providing moral and
rhetorical leadership. 

They continue to work on the ground
to provide support to protesters and
communities. 
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Meanwhile, to support street
protest, Elizabeth Simpson
and Amelia O'Rourke-Owens 
 coordinated with Legal
Observers and administered
the Freedom Fighter Bond
Fund.

We freed dozens of
protesters.

We also organized the
Protest Defense Network, a
group of criminal attorneys

trained to provide
strategically-aligned

defense for protesters. 
 

We defended over 130
protesters from 2020 to

date. 
 

D E F E N D I N G
T H E  R I G H T  T O
P R O T E S T  &  
F R E E I N G  O U R
P E O P L E   
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https://emancipatenc.org/freedom-fighter-bond-fund/
https://emancipatenc.org/protest-defense-update/


S P E A K I N G  T R U T H  T O
P O W E R  I N  T H E  H A L L S  O F
G O V E R N M E N T
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Dawn, Kerwin, and our Justice League
team maintain a steady presence in the
halls of power.

Kerwin Pittman gave powerful testimony
at the General Assembly on H.B. 805, the
anti-political protest bill that would create
felony penalties for activities deemed to be
“riots” and any “assault” on emergency
personnel, even without physical injury. 

https://emancipatenc.org/opposing-the-anti-protest-bill/
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/House/PDF/H805v0.pdf


E L E V A T I N G  I M P A C T E D
V O I C E S  O N  T H E
G O V E R N O R ' S  T A S K  F O R C E
O N  R A C I A L  E Q U I T Y  I N
C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  

Summer 2020, Kerwin was appointed
the justice-impacted representative
for the Governor's Task Force on
Racial Equity in Criminal Justice. 

September 2021, Task Force
recommendations resulted in the
passage of SB 300. 

Kerwin joined the Governor at the
signing ceremony. 

E M A N C I P A T E  N C J U N E  2 0 2 2

Promotes recruitment of officers with diverse backgrounds
and experiences

Requires early intervention to identify and correct officers
who use excessive force

Furthers independent investigations of police-involved
shootings

Limits local laws that criminalize poverty

Requires first appearance in court within 72 hours of an arrest

The new law:



W E  K E E P  U S  S A F E :
R E P O R T I N G

T H E  
P O L I C E

In critical instances of police misconduct in Raleigh, Dawn and
Kerwin are on the ground supporting family members through
the trauma, advocating for release of body camera footage, and

demanding accountability. 
 

Emancipate NC is known and trusted by
members of the community.

 
Emancipate NC often receives the first word of new incidents by

direct messages on social media and our  Police Misconduct
Database, where people report police encounters, upload

photos/videos, and can share this information with national police
misconduct databases.
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https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/


U S I N G  T H E
P O W E R  O F
S T O R Y  T O  H O L D
P O L I C E
A C C O U N T A B L E    

In January 2022, the Raleigh police first
reported that Daniel Turcios was
intoxicated and wielding a knife, leading
to media coverage suggesting the police
shooting was justified. 
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https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/
https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/
https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/


B U T  F O R  O U R  A D V O C A C Y ,
T H I S  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N

Y E T  A N O T H E R  
" J U S T I F I E D  S H O O T I N G . "

Dawn and Kerwin met with the Turcios family and
gathered witness information and videos. We then held

a press conference, and the story shifted. 
 

Thanks to our strategic narrative intervention, the
public learned that Mr. Turcios was not intoxicated,
had a small pocket knife, and did not pose a deadly

threat. 
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https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/
https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/
https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/
https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/
https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-launches-police-misconduct-database/


R A L E I G H  P O L I C E  
C O N C E D E  N E E D  
F O R  D E - E S C A L A T I O N

On June 8, 2022, on the heels of Emancipate NC
petitioning for release of body camera footage of
the police shooting of Reuel Rodriguez-Nunez,
Raleigh Police admitted they need a De-
Escalation Policy.

The police adopted Kerwin Pittman's language,
calling on police to protect the "sanctity of life,"
in announcing a listening tour to gather
community input to inform their first De-
Escalation Policy.
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https://abc11.com/raleigh-police-department-community-listening-session-de-escalation-policy-mental-health/11940074/


E M A N C I P A T E  N C  S U E S
R A L E I G H  P O L I C E  F O R
U N J U S T  P R A C T I C E S   

Elizabeth and Ian are actively litigating against the
Raleigh Police for their practice of poor supervision of
officers and their aggressive and unjustified "No Knock"
warrants.

Emancipate NC's federal litigation seeks concrete policy
changes: specifically, we seek to curb the abuse of "No
Knock" warrants. 

This litigation will be a vehicle to achieve a win for
criminal justice reform.
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https://emancipatenc.org/emancipate-nc-sues-raleigh-police/


 
We have shifted the media narrative on policing in the capital of

North Carolina - and beyond.
 

We have provided infrastructure and defense to protesters calling
for transformative change.

 
We have supported grieving families in gaining transparency into

police violence.
 

We have contributed to landmark state law change.
 

We have compelled Raleigh Police to pay monetary damages to a
teenage protester.

 
We have won concession from Raleigh Police that they need      

 De-Escalation tools.
 

The road is long, but with your support, we will win. 
 

O U R  T H R E E  I N T E R L O C K I N G  S T R A T E G I E S
–  E D U C A T I O N ,  N A R R A T I V E  S H I F T ,  A N D
L I T I G A T I O N  –  G O  H A N D - I N - H A N D .  
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Dawn Blagrove,  Executive Director

Elizabeth Simpson,  Strategic Director

Kerwin Pittman,  Director of  Policy & Program

Ian Mance,  Attorney

Cierra Cobb,  Advocate

Dedan Waicuir i ,  Organizer

Joy Belk,  Paralegal

Dara Gever ,  Development

Dharshan Tharumia,  Web Design

Brandon Smith,  Team Documentarian

Caleb Barco,  Law Student Intern

Kyla Holton,  Undergraduate Intern

Maren Hurley,  Law Student Intern

Isabella Lane,  Undergraduate Intern

E M A N C I P A T E  N C  
2 0 2 2  C O R E  T E A M
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Kylie Rice

Erin Blagrove

Evelyn Hil l

Barbara Gaskins

Chablis  Dandridge

Sean Bates

Quieysha McDougle

Nia Lipscomb

Phyll is  Utley

Traletta Banks

Nique Chance

Michael Oliver

Kyla Holton

Laurie Sykes

Khelsei  Dorsett-Wilson

Alberta White

Jatoia Potts

Jaymond Bryant-Herron

Antwan Covington

Brandon Smith

Amanda Anderson

E M A N C I P A T E  N C  
2 0 2 2  J U S T I C E  L E A G U E
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E M A N C I P A T E  N C  
2 0 2 2  B O A R D  O F
D I R E C T O R S
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Savannah Baker,  Chair

Kristie Puckett-Wil l iams,  Secretary/Treasurer

Frances Casti l lo ,  Member

Tessa Hale,  Member

Mandie Sellars ,  Member
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T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R
F U N D E R S !

A N D  O V E R  4 , 0 0 0
I N D I V I D U A L
D O N O R S . . .
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Emancipate combines the best of
community organizing with
community lawyering to build power
in Black and Brown communities and
to hold systems accountable.

-  C H H A N D A S I
P A N D Y A  P A T E L ,
H E I S I N G - S I M O N S
F O U N D A T I O N

The Movement Voter
Project is excited to
partner with
Emancipate NC to
educate voters most
impacted by over-
policing and over-
incarceration to
demand criminal legal
transformation from
their elected officials.

-  J I L L I A N  J O H N S O N ,
M O V E M E N T  
V O T E R  
P R O J E C T

The Z. Smith Reynolds
Foundation is honored
to support Emancipate
NC in the fight for racial
justice and equity for all
citizens in all
communities across our
state.

-  M A U R I C E  “ M O ”
G R E E N ,  E X E C U T I V E
D I R E C T O R ,  Z .  S M I T H
R E Y N O L D S
F O U N D A T I O N  
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R E P O R T  B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  S I M P S O N
C O N S U L T I N G  B Y  D A R A  G E V E R

D E S I G N  B Y  I S A B E L L A  L A N E
 

P H O T O  C R E D I T S
I N  O R D E R  O F  A P P E A R A N C E :  

B R A N D O N  S M I T H
J A D E  W I L S O N ,  I N D Y  W E E K

K A T E  M E D L E Y
B E N  M C K E O W N ,  N E W S  O B S E R V E R

B R A N D O N  S M I T H
K E R W I N  P I T T M A N
B R A N D O N  S M I T H
B R A N D O N  S M I T H

E L I Z A B E T H  S I M P S O N
D A N I E L  B O W E S
D A N I E L  B O W E S

D A W N  B L A G R O V E
C O U R T E S Y  T U R C I O S  F A M I L Y

J A S O N  D E B R U Y N ,  W U N C
C O U R T E S Y  V A N E S S A  G O N A Z A L E Z

D A W N  B L A G R O V E
K E R W I N  P I T T M A N

 
 

S T A Y  U P  T O  D A T E

E M A N C I P A T E N C . O R G

F O L L O W  U S

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article243350856.html
https://www.facebook.com/emancipatenc
https://twitter.com/emancipatenc
https://www.instagram.com/emancipate.nc/

